Minutes of Hawkesbury Parish Council Meeting

held on Mon 7th September 2009 at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall
	1

	Present

S Hope(SH Chair),    H Bleaken(HB Vice-Chair),  C Dixon(CD), 

D Higgs (DH),   A Musty(AM),  J Otley (JO)

K Gray (KG Clerk), Peter Isaac (PI)
	

	
	
	

	2
	Apologies: L Roberts; R Tyson
	

	
	
	

	3
	Declaration of Interests
None
	

	4
	Public Participation:  Simon and Katherine Kempster
The Kempsters observed that the hedgerows along Sandpits Lane to Highfields Lane were very overgrown, and were concerned that this could present a danger. Discussion followed that it is the policy of SGC to limit hedgerow trimming in order to preserve biodiversity. However, where visibility is poor hedgerows should be cut back 3m.

The Kempsters also noted the pond and its state, and enquired as to whether there was a village groundforce to assist with maintenance of this kind. SH referred to the Parish Plan and the priorities and explained the long, ongoing debate concerning the pond and various (unsuccessful) efforts to manage the bulrush growth.

Simon Kempster offered to help out if a voluntary maintenance group were formed in the future.
	

	5
	Approval of Minutes 
Approved.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Update of Previous Actions
	

	6.1
	SH advised that someone had been interviewed with a view to taking over the running of the Post Office, but this had yet to be confirmed.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports &  Matters raised by Parish Councillors 
	

	7.1
	AM pointed out that the speed camera on France Lane was largely obscured by a bush and therefore unlikely to be recording data accurately.

	

	7.2
	AM advised that the bin up by the monument was overflowing and that litter was being scattered by winds. 
Streetcare to be asked to confirm how often bin should be emptied.
	KG

	7.3
	AM raised the issue of parking (Back Street) where a van had parked across the entire pavement for a whole weekend. Agreed that some flexibility should be allowed, but that vehicles should not be parked in a way that prevents wheelchairs users or people pushing buggies/walking toddlers from passing without having to go onto the road. 
SH suggested making mention of this issue in the Parish Magazine, and if necessary, to talk to PCSO.

AM to speak to person concerned in first instance.


	AM

	7.4
	CD noted complaints had been received about the blue tractor and dangerous/ inappropriate driving. Council agreed this would be a police matter.

	

	7.5
	PI mentioned an incident with cows and calves, and suggested that a piece be included in the Parish Magazine advising drivers and dog walkers on how to avoid this danger.
	

	7.6
	PI reported that people had driven through corn fields, but that the police had been informed.
	

	7.7
	DH commented that the drains along the A46 were full up and sprouting grass.
Streetcare should be alerted to this.
	KG

	7.8
	DH enquired about Hawkesbury School Travel Plan. There is a drop-in session from 4-6pm on 30th September where members of the public can find out more about proposals.
	

	7.9
	JO mentioned specific footpaths which were overgrown/need strimming.
JO to talk to Nathan Bennett (Beaufort Arms)
	JO

	7.10
	HB noted deep holes at the top of Cold Change Hill which is used as a passing place.
Streetcare to be informed.
	KG

	7.11
	HB reported hedges overgrown on Cold Change Hill, obliging horse riders to travel along the middle of the road. KG to advise Streetcare 
	KG

	7.12
	HB asked about the process by which public are informed of amendments to planning applications which have already been agreed. Reference application PK08/1590/F which appears not to have been constructed according to agreed plans.

SH to request to be made for Enforcement Officer to verify.

AM requested clarifications as to the circumstances under which ‘a discharge of conditions’ is made.
	SH

	7.13
	HB expressed disappointment that the school had replaced the traditional tiles with bradstone tiling. SH confirmed that the school is not a listed building, that prohibitive costs of traditional tiles were the reason for this choice, and that those tiles taken off have been retained to be re-used on the front of the building.
	

	8
	Urgent Correspondence
	

	9
	Finance
	

	9.1
	Notice of conclusion of audit. KG to fill in sheet advising where and how these can be viewed.
	KG

	9.2
	Invoices approved for payment

From

Reference

Amount

Pay/No

SGC

Grass Cutting

£589.26

P

Bristol Water

Allotments trough

£33.39

P

Bristol Water

Cemetry

£22.75

P

Garden Manicures

Cuts 7/7; 23/7

£152.95

P

Mazars

External audit + returns

£155.25

P

Fiona Steeds

Council meetings, minutes etc

£94.50

P

Beaufort bureau

Clerk JD and application form

£20

P

SGC

Allotment Licence

£50

P


	

	9.3
	Statement of accounts: KG to prepare bank reconciliation after meeting Fiona Thornton.
	KG

	10
	Planning Applications


	

	
	App No

Address

Description

PC’s Comments

PK09/1416/F

1, Petty France Cottages

Petty France

Two storey front and single storey side extension

No objection, but requested extension to be finished in same materials as existing building.

PK09/5158/CLE
Oxleaze Farm

Inglestone Common

Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use of land as residential curtilage
No objection

PK09/5003/F
Springfield
The Barton

Hawkesbury Upton

Erection of rear conservatory
No objection

	

	11
	Planning Decisions Made
	

	
	App No.

Address

Description

South Glos Decsion

PK09/0919/LB

Pound Farm H/U

Installation of windows/doors

Permit

PK09/1014/LB

PK09/1011/F

Collins Mead, Back Street, H/U

Erection of clock tower

Erection of clock tower

Consent

Permit

PK09/0996/F

PK09/0998/LB

Church Farm House, H/U

Replacement roof

Replacement roof

Permit

Consent

PK09/0958/LB

PK09/0955/F

Grey Barn

Demolition of stone wall

Erection of replacement conservatory

Consent

Permit

PK09/1122/LB

Ingelside

Inglestone Common

Repairs to building

Consent


	

	12
	Allotments
	

	
	Agreed to sign the licence for the new allotments (play area) and to pay the requested £50 acknowledgement fee.
	

	13
	Equipment, resources: Parish Clerk
	

	
	KG had identified difficulties with Clerk laptop. Discussed possible purchase of a new laptop. AM reported that his recently purchased ACER model was proving to be efficient and had cost around £275. KG to investigate prices of laptops, plus Office package. AM to look at existing laptop to see if it can be repaired/improved.
	KG/AM

	14
	District Councillor’s Report
	

	
	SH thanked those who had volunteered for Community Speed Watch training. Advised police hope to run a further session later in September. Contact SH if interested. 
Passed on speed monitoring data. Figures do not reflect experience, so equipment has been sent for re-calibrating.
	

	
	Following bus review, SGC will cease to subsidise early morning service to Yate. The 7.02am service will be discontinued from 14th September. Any service improvements you would like to see, please let SH know.
	

	
	Some residual money from old Housing Revenue Account is available. It would be preferable to spend this in areas where it has come from – what was council housing. Any ideas for a one-off spend, please advise SH.
	

	
	Next Frome Vale Area Forum is on 10th September, 7pm at Frampton Cotterell Primary School, Rectory Road, Frampton Cotterell. If you would like to learn more about new Yate Community Health Centre, plus new Southmead Hospital, please come along.
	

	
	Other grants are available from South Glos Environmental Body (www.sweet-uk.com\SGEB) and the Cotswolds AONB Development Funding (Anne Powell: tel 01451 862000; email: anne.powell@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk). Grants are limited and it is advisable to make further enquiries before submitting an application.
	SH

	
	SGC is currently carrying out a major consultation on Better Support for Older People – how the needs of older people can be met in the future. Full details available on: http://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/inovem/consult.ti/SupportingOlderPeople/consultationHome

	

	
	The school has requested a disabled parking bay for a pupil at the school. Councillors raised no objection in principle, but note that it would be unenforceable, and may well lead to non-blue badge holders parking in the space, increasing congestion and hazards at the school entry point.
	

	15
	The Commons
	

	
	Two walks have been organised around the Commons and Lower Woods to identify works which need to be considered in the future. The first on 11th September meets at New House Farm, Hawkesbury Common at 10am. The tour should take some time as it will include Hawksebury, Harely and Assley Commons. All are welcome. Please bring your own lunch/refreshments.
It is planned that the 2nd walk on 18th September will meet at Lower Woods Lodge at 10am. To have some idea of numbers please advise SH if you plan to come along to either or both of the walks.

	

	16
	Next meeting
	

	
	5th October 2009, 7.30pm
	

	
	
	


