Minutes of Hawksbury Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 7th December 2009 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present:
S Hope (Chair), H Bleaken (Vice-chair), J Otley, D Higgs, P Isaac, C Dixon, L Roberts and H Jones (Parish clerk)

Also Present:
Mr & Mrs Hopes, 44 Highfields, Mr C May, 42 Highfields and Mr M Steed of Quarry Field House.

Apologies:
R Tyson and A Musty

	
	
	Action

	1
	Declaration of Interest


· 10.3 Severn View Farm Shop Licence application Cllr Dixon


	

	2
	Public Participation
	

	
	
	Mr & Mrs Hopes 44, Highfields, Hawkesbury Upton Objection to planning ref PK09/5893/O

The following comment:
	

	
	a)
	Referring to the appeals decision, the inspector acknowledged that the    location is at present a quiet one & the planned proposal would harm the living conditions of the adjoining occupiers, contrary to, to criterion ‘A’ of Local Plan Policy H2.


	

	
	b)
	In order to overcome this objection, it is now proposed to demolish the existing house and garage at No 42 and replace it with a new house re-sited closer to the boundary with No 44 where the garage is currently situated.


	

	
	c)
	This will mean the proposed access road would only be separated from us by the width of the existing No 42 and the existing turning point would be incorporated into the new access.  Therefore we can’t see any improvement at all.


	

	
	d)
	There doesn’t seem to be any provision, looking at the rough sketch, for vehicles exiting No 44 Highfields in a safe and convenient manner without the threat of a collision with vehicles exiting the proposed development.  Creating a blind spot, whereas previously we had the hammerhead as a safe place to reverse into.


	

	
	e)
	We would ask the council to come and take a really good look at the confluence of all the roads surrounding house No’s 42/44/46 and their relationship to the proposal, as we believe the revised plan is even worse exposing pedestrians using the footpath (especially children en route to school and back) to an unnecessary danger from an already narrow road.


	

	
	f)
	With the proposal of having 3 houses built in a back garden, this plan is highly unusual and not in keeping with the general quietness and ambience of the area and will undoubtedly bring a good deal of pressure on the general neighbourhood.


	

	
	g)
	The applicants cites ‘respecting the adjoining conservation area’ but originally wanted 5 houses until they were informed there would be a 33.3% affordable housing requirement.


	

	
	Mr Clive May 42, Highfields

Mr May stated that he has lived in the village for 28years and has 3 children.  His youngest daughter is now disabled and has to spend the rest of her life in a         wheelchair.  His wife is their daughter’s main carer and on call 24/7.  Mr May’s son and daughter in law live with them; they are unable to afford to buy property in the village.  He has been to the council and they are entitled to a 1 bedroomed flat.  His older daughter has 4 children under the age of 8 they are unable to afford a property in Hawkesbury.
He has the land and would like to provide for his 3 children.  Which the entire curtilage in his large garden is within the development boundary.

There was no objection on the application from conservation office.  The Rights of Way office was incorrect and totally wrong.

Mrs Hopes left the meeting


	

	3
	Approval of previous minutes

Resolved:

· Parish Council Minutes 2nd November 2009 Approved and signed

· Parish Council Minutes 18th November 2009 Approved and signed


	

	4
	Update of Previous Actions

2nd November 2009 7.4 Bonfire Night

The night was reported to have been a great success and very profitable.  Councillors were delighted to note that this had been very well supported by parishioners and extended their congratulations on its success.  The profits made from the evening will be ring fenced for next year.


	

	5
	Items from Councillors

	

	
	5.1
	Infrastructure Training course
Cllr Higgs reported that he had attended the infrastructure meeting on Monday 30th November 2009 at Kingswood run by SGC, with Cllr Hope and the Parish clerk H Jones.  It was a very interesting training programme on the Infrastructure Delivery Planning.  It was recommended to other Councillors to attend if the opportunity arises.  Documents available to view.


	

	
	5.2
	Sewage spillage at Quarry field House

It was reported that raw sewage had spilled onto the footpath behind Quarry Field House.  

Cllr Hope explained that this had been reported and it was all in hand.

This was noted 

Mr M Steed. Expressed his concerns on the way it was dealt with.

This was noted. 

Mr Steed left the meeting.


	

	
	5.3
	Development by Blue Boy House

Cllr Higgs – Raised concerns regarding a trench that has been dug out but not guarded therefore making it unsafe.

Resolved:
· Cllr Otley to speak to the Site Manager.


	Cllr Otley

	
	5.4
	Highfields Lane

Cllr Otley advised that the Lane is breaking up.  SGC had done a good job in filling in the road to prevent flooding but the road is beginning to break up.

Resolved:

· That this be discuss at section 12 Street care issues

	

	
	5.5
	Back Street Telephone Wire

Cllr Roberts reported that something had bought down a cable across the road.  

Resolved:

· That the issue be Logged in order to help support a case for underground wiring in the parish


	Clerk

	
	5.6
	Use of redundant Telephone boxes

Cllr Higgs drew the Councillors attention to the use of redundant telephone box as a library.

This was noted:


	

	
	5.7
	Shooting on the common

Cllr Bleaken reported concerns that this has continued to take place, which was upsetting Parishioners.

Resolved:

Any further instances should be reported to PC Mike Hart.

 
	

	6
	Items from District Councillor

Cllr Hope Reported:


	

	
	6.1
	Core strategy Seminar

As a result of the adopted local plan, planning applications for large developments were beginning to be received by SGC.

	

	
	6.2
	Open Space Questionnaire 

Parish Clerk had. received a questionnaire to be completed by 22nd       January 2010

Resolved

· To be dealt with under urgent correspondence see point 9.2.
….
	

	
	6.3
	Employment Areas
Resolved

· Cllrs to look at the areas, lists and report to next meeting
.
	All Cllrs

	
	6.4
	Transport Have your say

Hengrove Leaflet available to look at.
This was noted

	

	
	6.5
	Area Forum Task Register
Resolved 

To request that the following is treated as a priority:

· Hawkesbury 7.5 tonne weight limit restriction and reinstatement off the A46.


	Clerk

	
	6.6
	Green Projects

Cllr Otley reported that the village hall will be having an open day in February 2010.  The environmental group advised that the total package would 
 consist of Ground source heat pump and a wind turbine at a cost of £60k of which grants would cover the majority.  Replacement radiators for the new system will cost £4k which will not be covered by any grants.  Not sure re any planning applications in respect of the turbine but the smallest size will be 13metres tall, the clock 5 metres in diameter.  They must have everything in by the 29th January 2010.

This was noted

	

	
	6.7
	First Responders

It was reported that first responder volunteers were still needed and that some funding may be available.

This was noted


	

	
	6.8
	Cycle Routes

Work on this had continued and there will be a risk assessment in January 2010 and a Public consultation in February 2010

	

	7
	Planning applications


	

	
	PK09/5893/O
	42 Highfields

Hawkesbury

Upton
	Demolition of existing 

dwelling to facilitate the erection of 4no dwellings (outline) with access and layout to be determined.  All other matters to be reserved.

Resubmission of PK08265/0
	Site visit arranged for Saturday 12/12/09)
	

	
	Mr Hope left the meeting

	
	
	

	
	PK09/5817/F
	The Bartons

Newhouse Farm lane

Hawkesbury

Common
	Erection of a three storey 

rear extension, to provide

additional accommodation.

Erection of Garage
.
	No Objection.

But the council trust the Public right of way which is not noted on the plans will be protected 
	

	
	PK09/5701/F
	Hawkesbury Home Farm, High Street, Hawkesbury Upton
	Erection of Potting shed, the Council received revised proposals
.
	No objection
	

	
	PK09/5521/F
	1 Petty France Cottages, Petty France, Badminton.


	Erection of two storey front and single storey side extension to provide additional living accommodation
.
	Being considered by the Development control committee.
This was noted.
	

	8
	Decisions Made


	
	
	

	
	PK09/5497/

OHL
	St Agnes High Street

Hawkesbury

Upton
	Application for consent by Central Networks West under section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 for overhead line diversion within 30m tolerance with replacement support in excess of 110% of original support.

	SGC raised objection to the works.
	

	
	PK09/5385/

F
	Old House Farm, Newhouse Farm Lane, Hawkesbury Upton
	Erection of single storey rear extension to garage to facilitate conversion of self contained annexe ancillary to main dwelling.  Erection of replacement stables and domestic garage.  Erection of workshop ancillary to main dwelling.
 
	Permit with conditions.
	

	9
	Urgent correspondence.


	

	
	9.1
	Email received from Mr Kantaris of High street

Mr Kantaris expressed his concerns that the location at which the KLB school bus, is now regularly stopping to pick up children in the mornings is dangerous both to the children and traffic manoeuvring  around it.

Councillors discussed this 

Resolved 

· The parish clerk was asked to acknowledge receipt of email and advised the meeting that she had already done this
· Cllr Hope to speak to Mr Kantaris.

	Clerk

Cllr Hope

	
	9.2
	Open spaces Questionnaire 

This was received from SGC who are currently seeking local views on open space and recreation facilities.  The evidence will be used to investigate whether the current level of provision is sufficient in terms of quality, quantity and accessibility to meet needs now and in the future.

It was noted that Ingelstone Common and Lower Woods are not shown on the map together with green spaces Birgage, Sandpits Lane, The Plain and The Pound. The questionnaire was completed during the meeting

Resolved

· Parish Clerk to return the completed questionnaire to SGC

	Clerk


	
	9.3
	Headstone (PC min 7.1  18th November 2009)

A headstone had been laid down which coincided with the cleaning of the cemetery.  Parish Councillors confirmed that no one had laid it down.  It has now been put back up.  Will check with Cllr Tyson to see if he saw anything.

Resolved:

· Cllr Hope to speak to the family.

	Cllr Hope

	
	9.4
	Severn View Farm shop Licence application (PC min 7.2 18th November 2009)

Cllr Dixon had declared an interest in this item.  

To sell alcohol from 9.30am – 6pm seven days a week, both the Police and Council have visited and have made no objection to the licence being issued. 

This was noted.


	

	10
	Finance


	

	
	10.1
	Accounts for payment

Resolved

The following account to be paid

Mr G Tizzard Grass cutting



£170.00
Mrs H Jones 





  160.78

Mrs K Gray





  103.35
Methodist church




      5.50
Donation for the British Legion


    20.00

	

	
	10.2
	South Gloucestershire Council invoice for Grass cutting. £474.55

It was noted that the bill received contained an amount of £141.75 for grass cutting at the cemetery which should not have been there.

Resolved 
· Not to pay the invoice at this time. 

Parish Clerk to return invoice with accompanying letter to SGC to request a new invoice excluding the Cemetery charge. 
 
	Clerk

	
	10.3
	Payments received
NPA & Mrs M A Smith – Cemetery


£273.15
G I Chappell Inscription



    53.00

These were noted

	

	
	10.4
	Budget and Precept
Insurance Quotes

· We are limited to certain insurance companies
Grass Cutting, Allotment Fees

To be discussed on 4th January 2010

	

	
	10.5
	Risk Assessment 

Cllr Dixon to action

	Cllr Dixon

	
	10.6
	New computer and software for new Parish Clerk
Cost is from this years Budget and Mr A Sauro is in the process of looking into to the options available for the money that we have set aside.

	

	
	10.7
	Filing Cabinets

To ensure all our plans and reference books are filed in one place and that we have easy access as and when required.
From this years Budget
Mr A Sauro to deal


	

	
	10.8
	Repairs and maintenance

Renewals
	

	
	10.9
	Website
This remains outstanding to be looked at again in the new year.
This has been noted


	

	
	10.10
	Sand on Church Hill
See street care item 12.1

	

	
	10.11
	Cemetery Fees
Review the fees in preparation for 2010.

	

	
	10.12
	Bench

This is still outstanding, 


	

	
	10.13
	Courses for new Clerk

· Basic Training for new Clerk £25.00

· Clerk Minute Training £25.00

Cllrs agreed to pay.  Parish clerk to send the necessary paperwork to ALCA.
This was noted


	Clerk

	11
	Allotments

Agreements now sorted and we are in receipt of the licence.
This was noted


	

	12
	Streetcare items

	

	
	12.1
	Salt Bins

Parish salt bins have all been filled.

This was noted

	

	
	12.2
	Footpaths and Dropped Kerbs

Not sure when this will be completed


	

	
	12.3
	Highfields Lane Road surface

SGC to be advised of the condition.


	

	13
	Digital Switchover

Parish Council to do more to ensure everyone within the Parish is ready for the switchover in March 2010.  Invite Evergreens to a meeting in January.  
Cllr Otley to speak to Lyn Allen

	Cllr Otley

	14
	Christmas lights
Cllr Hope thanked everyone for their help, also a thank you to Paul Clements for a super tree.  Agreed a thank you gift

Cones and tabards all sorted, Stewards Cllr Otley, Cllr Bleaken.

Children to switch on the lights - the youngest and oldest child in the school.

Arrangements
· Meet at 5pm at the Fox for mulled wine and mince pies
· Insulated cups required and trays Cllr Roberts to buy.  PC agreed to pay for the cups.

· Walk to the Beautfort for mulled wine and mince pies.  Followed by Lee Lights and the Schools lights.

· Village Hall has been booked until 7pm Pauline will be playing the piano.  There are some children who will be raising money for their trip to Vietnam by selling refreshments and holding a raffle.

New decorations required next year for the tree

This was noted 


	Cllr Roberts

	15
	Rough Sleepers
If anyone is aware of any Rough Sleepers within the parish to let the Parish Clerk know.
	

	16
	Date of next meeting
Monday  4h January 2010


	


